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11. Statistics of British India.
General Results of the 1901 Census.

The third general census of India, taken on 26th
February 1901, showed a population of 294,361,000 for
the British possessions, and including the French and
Portuguese enclaves, 295,064,000, or about one-fifth of
the population of the whole world, being an increase of
over 6,000,000 since the previous census of 1891.
Although this increase is nearly equal to the entire
population of Belgium in 1900, Mr. J. A. Bains points
out in his "General Eeport on the Census of India,
1891," that the percentage of increase is only 10*96, a
comparatively low rate, for in a list of twenty-eight of
the chief countries of the world, India ranks only
twentieth in this respect, New South "Wales being the
highest and France the lowest. He considers that the
present rate of increase is well within the means of sub-
sistence of the people of India, showing a density of
population of only 16*7 per square mile, though very
unequally distributed, and ranging, for instance, from 537
in Oudh to 36 in Kashmir. In fact there appears to be
no actual overcrowding, except in a few special localities,
such as parts of Behar, of the Deccan and Gangetic
valley, and a small tract on the Bombay coast.

The vast predominance of agricultural over all other
interests is shown by the fact that the landowners,
tenants, and general labourers, graziers, shepherds, and
wool and cotton workers comprise over 70 per cent of
the entire population. In the same report the ethno-
logical and religious relations are thus summed up. In
the extreme north-west the dominant element comes
from West Central Asia, arriving at different times and
probably from different sources. Adjoining it on both